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PuBi^ic  Hkabth  Department, 

74  Wa’ee  Cop, 

Shrewsbury, 

March,  1925. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Shrewsbury. 


Genteemen, 

Before  proceeding  to  Dincoln  to  take  up  my  appointment  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  that  City,  I  beg  to  present  my  fifth 
annual  report  on  the  Health  of  the  Borough  of  Shrewsbury. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  the  lowest 
ever  recorded  and  that  Housing,  judging  from  the  number  of  houses 
erected,  is  also  making  progress.  At  the  time  of  my  appointment 
in  1920  the  Housing  and  Child  Welfare  Schemes  were  in  their 
infancy  and  it  is  most  satisfactory  to  me  to  be  able  to  leave  them 
metaphorically  speaking  as  healthy  children. 

In  spite  of  demands  for  economy,  industrial  unrest,  unemploy¬ 
ment  and  other  national  problems,  Shrewsbury  has  since  the  War 
carried  out  a  progressive  policy  in  Public  Health,  and  in  my  opinion 
the  results  attained  are  ample  reward  for  the  money  and  labour 
expended. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  state  that  my  colleagues 
and  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Staff  have  always  been  loyal 
and  helped  me  to  their  utmost. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Council  in  general  for  the  careful  considera¬ 
tion  it  has  given  to  Public  Health  matters  and  to  the  Chairman  and 


Members  of  the  Public  Health,  and  Maternity  &  Child  Welfare 
Committees  for  their  help  and  encouragement,  which  I  feel  confident 
will  also  be  tendered  to  my  successor. 

.  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


H.  GORDON  SMITH. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT,  1924. 


iVledical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer : 

|H.  Gordon  Smith,  M.D.  (State  Medicine),  B.S.  (Bond.), 
M.R.C.S.,  B.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  (Camb.). 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

— ^Thomas  SpEakk,  Cert. R. San. I. 

•j-'W.  H.  PuRSDOw,  Cert. R. San. I. 

School  Nurse  : 

I  Miss  Janet  Arnott,  C.M.B. 

Health  Visitors  : 

I  Miss  Feorence  K.  Brett,  Cert.S.I.Exam.Bd.,  Dip.  Nat. 
Health. 

fMiss  Audrey  Raven,  C.M.B.,  Cert.S.I.Exam.Bd.,  Dip.  Nat. 
Health. 

Clerks  : 

\ Chief. — G.  Nichoeas  (and  Eaboratory  Assistant). 
fMiSS  lylEIAN  L.  Eewis. 

C.  J.  Statham. 

Abattoir  Superintendent  and  Inspector  of  Meat : 

*Frank  Farreee. 

Food  and  Drugs  Inspector : 

JWlEEIAM  C.  HEAS. 

Matron,  Shrewsbury  and  Atcham  Joint  Isolation  Hospital : 

Miss  A.  Kate  Eeeis. 

Public  Analysts : 

JA.  Bostock  Hiee,  M.D.,  D.P.H. ,  F.I.C. 

JW.  T.  Rigby,  F.I.C. 


*Qualified  Meat  Inspectors. 

j-Salary  contribution  made  under  Public  Health  Acts  or  by 
Exchequer  Grants. 

JPart-time  Officer. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1924. 


Area  of  Borough  (excluding  water) ,  in  acres  . . . 

3,470 

Population  (Census 

1921) 

31,030 

Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1921)  ... 

6,742 

Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (Census  1921) 

6,995 

Rateable  Value 

••• 

...£183,271 

Sum  represented  by 

a  Penny  Rate 

£696 

BIRTHS  : 

Male.  Female. 

Total. 

Eegitimate 

310  286 

596  ) 

628 

Illegitimate 

14  18 

32  [ 

Shrewsbury.  England  and  Wales. 

BIRTH  RATE 

...  19.4 

18.8 

DBATHS :  Male.  Female.  Total 

180  196  376 


Shrewsbury.  England  and  Wales. 
DEATH  RATE  ...  11.9  12.2 

No.  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  : — 

From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : — 

Eegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  48.6 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


Shrewsbury.  England  and  Wales. 


INFANTIEE  MORTAEITY  rate  46  75 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years)  ...  Nil. 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  1.07 

Death  Rate  from  all  Tuberculous  Diseases  (including 

phthisis)  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  1.23 
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SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITAL  AND 
OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 


Profkssionai.  Nursing  in  the^  Homk. — (a)  Gknurar. — The 
local  branch  of  the  Victoria  District  Nursing  Association  carries 
out  nearly  the  whole  of  the  professional  nursing  amongst  the  working 
classes. 

(b). — With  regard  to  infectious  diseases  (measles,  etc.),  it  is 
part  of  the  duty  of  the  two  Health  Visitors  emplo^^ed  by  the 
Borough  Council  to  nurse  such  cases  when  circumstances  render 
such  a  course  necessary. 

Midwives. — The  supervising  authority  of  the  Midwives  in  the 
Borough  is  the  Salop  County  Council.  Twenty-six  midwives  are 
resident,  and  practise  in  the  Borough  ;  none  are  employed  or 
subsidised  by  the  Borough  Council. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — -The  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre  is  situated  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  Borough 
Health  Department,  74  Wyle  Cop,  Shrewsbury.  The  rooms  are 
shared  by  the  Borough  Education  Committee,  who  use  them  as  a 
School  Clinic.  The  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  every  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  from  2  to  4  p.m. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. — The  Salop  County  Council 
provides  a  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Belmont,  Shrewsbury, 
where  Borough  patients  attend  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday. 


Venereal  Disease  Dispensary. — The  Shrewsbury  Dispensary 
Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  is  utilised  for  this  purpose  by  the  Salop 
County  Council.  Three  sessions  per  week  are  held  :  Tuesday  and 
Friday,  from  6  to  8  p.m.  for  Men  ;  and  Monday,  from  2  to  4  p.m., 
for  Women. 
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Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by  the 

County  Council. 

Fever. — The  Shrewsbury  and  iVtcham  Joint  Isolation  Hos- 
pital  is  situated  at  Monkmoor,  Shrewsbury,  and  has  accommodation 
for  twenty-six  patients. 


Smaee-pox. — A  Small-pox  Hospital  is  maintained  by  the 
Borough  Council  at  Underdale  Road,  Shrewsbury,  and  is  capable 
of  receiving  six  patients. 


Maternity  Home. — The  Victoria  District  Nursing  Association 
carries  on  a  maternity  home  at  1,  Claremont  Bank,  Shrewsbury. 

Cases  are  received  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  at  a  cost  of  £4  4s.  per  week,  which  is  paid  by  the 
Borough  Council.  Any  contribution  which  the  applicant  makes  is 
paid  in  to  the  Corporation  funds. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  unmarrAd  mothers. 
The  building  formerly  known  as  “  Chaddeslode  ”  served  this  pur¬ 
pose,  but  this  was  closed  during  1921  owing  to  lack  of  funds. 

No  home  for  illegitimate  infants  exists  in  the  Borough. 

Homeless  children  are  received  in  one  of  the  Poor  Daw  Homes, 
three  of  which  are  situated  in  the  town. 


Ambueance  Facieities. — [a)  For  infectious  cases.  A  horse 
ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Shrewsbury  and  Atcham  Joint 
Hospital  Board. 

b)  For  non-infections  and  accident  cases.  A  motor  ambulance 
owned  by  the  Salop  County  Council  is  generally  used  for  such  cases 
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Rainfall. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  taken  at  Coton  Hill,  records  of  which 
have  been  kindly  supplied  by  Dr.  Gepp,  was  28.6. 


The  following  table  indicates  the  fall  in  each  month,  with  the 
number  of  days  on.  which  0.01,  or  more,  of  an  inch  of  rain  fell,  the 
greatest  rainfall  on  any  da}^,  and  the  date  of  the  highest  daily 
rainfall  in  each  month  : — 


Total  fall 
in  inches. 

No.  of  days 
.01  or  more 

of  rain. 

Greatest 

fall. 

Date  of 
greatest  fall 

Januar}^ 

1.69 

20 

oo 

• 

21 

February 

0.34 

7 

.13 

24 

March 

1.55 

9 

.44 

26 

April 

2.22 

17 

.50 

29 

May 

5.25 

21 

3.43 

31 

June 

2.15 

16 

.58 

1 

July 

3.55 

17 

.78 

20 

August 

2.07 

23 

.45 

16 

September 

2.80 

19 

.49 

7 

October 

3.25 

15 

.71 

21 

November 

1.41 

10 

.35 

26 

December 

2.32 

13 

.32 

26 

Total 

28.60 

187 

Below  is  recorded  the  yearly  rainfall  for  the  past  six  years  : — 


1919 

24.68  inches 

1920 

...  28.64 

y ) 

1921 

...  16.08 

t  y 

1922 

...  22.74 

1923 

...  23.42 

yy 

1924 

...  28.60 

>  y 
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Water  Supply. 

Shrewsbury  has  a  dual  water  supply,  the  “  conduit  water 
being  intended  for  drinking  only.  This  is  obtained  from  a  deep 
well  about  2  miles  outside  the  Borough,  and  reaches  the  town  by 
gravity  after  it  has  been  pumped  into  a  reservoir.  It  is  supplied 
by  stand  pipes  in  the  streets  to  the  inhabitants. 


A  recent  chemical  analysis  gave  the  following  results  : — 


per  100,000 

parts 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

•  •  • 

0.000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

«  •  • 

0.003 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ... 

•  «  • 

2.250 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  &  Nitrites  ... 

•  •  • 

0.050 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  at  80°  F. 

in  4  hours 

0.018 

Total  Solids  dried  at  100°  C. 

*  •  • 

40 

[  Temporary 

•  •  • 

13.5 

Hardness  <  Permanent 

•  •  * 

14.3 

i  Total  ...  ...  ... 

,  •  . 

27.8 

Appearance — Bright,  few  small  particles. 

As  the  Analyst  says 

“  The  sample  is  of  very  good  quality  and  well  suited  for  use 
for  drinking  and  other  domestic  purposes.” 

The  water  is  examined  bacteriologically  at  monthly  intervals 
in  the  Public  Health  Department.  The  result  is  invariably  satis¬ 
factory,  as  no  growth  occurs  when  1  cubic  centimetre  of  the  water 
is  examined  and  no  sewage  organisms  are  found  in  500  c.c. 

In  other  words  this  water  is  of  a  high  degree  of  purity. 

The  river  water  is  laid  on  to  the  houses,  but  is  not  intended  for 
drinking  purposes.  To  minimise  the  risk,  however,  the  water 
before  it  reaches  the  public  is  filtered  through  Bell’s  pressure  filters 
and  Chloros  is  added  in  an  amount  calculated  to  give  .5  part  of 
available  Chlorine  per  million  parts  of  water. 
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A  sample  of  filtered  river  water  was  recently  submitted  for 
chemical  analysis. 


Result  of  Analysis  : — 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ... 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  &  Nitrites 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  at  80°  F. 

Total  Solids  dried  at  100°  C. 

j'  Temporary 
Hardness  ^  Permanent 

'  Total  ...  ...  ... 


Per  100,000  parts 
0.003 
0.008 
1.400 
0.055 

in  4  hours  0.145 
14 
0.5 
7.3 
7.8 


Appearance.— Slightly  turbid,  many  large  particles. 


The  result  as  is  usual  with  a  river  water  provides  evidence  of 
animal  and  vegetable  contamination. 


The  bacteriological  report  confirms  this,  inasmuch  as  sewage 
organisms  were  found  in  100  cubic  centimetres  of  the  water,  but 
not  in  10  c.c.  After  the  addition  of  Chloros,  however,  the  water 
is  much  more  satisfactory  as  B.  Coli,  the  organisms  indicating 
sewage  contamination,  were  absent  in  100  c.c. 
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Population. 

The  following  Census  figures  show  the  increase  of  population 
in  successive  decades  : — 


Year. 

Population. 

Increase. 

1841 

18,285 

— 

1861 

22,025 

3740 

1871 

23,406 

1381 

1881 

26,478 

3072 

1891 

26,967 

489 

1901 

28,395 

1428 

1911 

29,389 

994 

1921 

31,030 

1641 

The  following  table  gives  the  Birth  Rates  of  Shrewsbury 
compared  with  England  and  Wales,  since  1890  : — 


Year. 

Birth 

Rates. 

Shrewsbury. 

England  &  Wales. 

1890-99 

26.9 

30.0 

1900—09 

24.3 

31.4 

1910 

21.8 

24.8 

1911 

21.8 

24.4 

1912 

22.5 

23.8 

1913 

20.7 

23.9 

1914 

20.8 

23.6 

1915 

19.9 

21.8 

1916 

19.4 

21.6 

1917 

15.4 

17.8 

1918 

17.4 

17.7 

1919 

18.2 

18.5 

1920 

23.9 

25.4 

1921 

21.3 

22.4 

1922 

19.5 

20.6 

1923 

19.8 

19.7 

1924 

19.4 

18.8 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1924  and  previous  Years. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the 

Year  1924. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“  Residents  ”  whether  occurring  within  or 
without  the  DI-STRICT. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female. 

1 

Under  1 

1— 1 

<M 

CO 

lO 

o 

lO 

o 

EO 

CO 

la 

1  65  and 
over 

ALE  CAUSES 

180 

196 

29 

9 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

9 

31 

24 

96 

166 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

. . . 

1 

Small- Pox 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

*  •  * 

4  «  • 

Measles 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

•  .  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

♦  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

2 

i 

1 

.  .  • 

•  .  • 

•  .  . 

Diphtheria  ... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Influenza 

14 

25 

2 

i 

4 

10 

22 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

3 

1 

1 

i 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

1 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  ... 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

• .  * 

•  .  . 

•  »  » 

.  .  . 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System 

21 

13 

. . . 

1 

1 

16 

6 

8 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

2 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

1 

•  •  . 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

13 

28 

•  «  • 

... 

1 

4 

16 

20 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

1 

2 

•  .  • 

.  ■  . 

•  •  • 

1 

•  .  . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Diabetes 

«  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

... 

.  . 

... 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

4 

13 

«  •  . 

1 

1 

1 

14 

Heart  Disease 

32 

33 

.  .  • 

... 

1 

4 

♦  .  . 

2 

18 

40 

Arterio-sclerosis 

5 

3 

.  •  • 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

7 

Bronchitis 

8 

18 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

6 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

19 

10 

3 

4 

1 

2 

2 

13 

4 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 

3 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

.  .  • 

1 

2 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 
Duodenum 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

/ 

2 

1 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 
years) 

Appendicitis  &  Typhlitis  ... 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  . 

1 

1 

2 

•  •  » 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

1 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

1 

•  .  . 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

8 

1 

•  •  • 

♦  .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

6 

1 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

•  • 

.  . 

•  . 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  < 

Other  accidents  &  diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Par¬ 
turition 

2 

2 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  Premature 
Birth 

10 

5 

15 

Suicide 

3 

•  •  • 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

•  «  • 

... 

1 

2 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

8 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  . 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  *  « 

... 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

20 

27 

8 

e  •  • 

1 

•  .  • 

•  ♦  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

7 

26 

Causes  ill-defined  or  un¬ 
known 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

... 

•  • 

... 

... 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 


During  the  year  under  review  the  number  of  cases  notified  under 
the  Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act  and  special  regulations, 
etc.,  was  251,  and  in  the  table  below  these  notifications  are 
tabulated  in  monthly  periods  : — 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified,  1924. 


Month. 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever. 

1  Diphtheria. 

^  Dysentery. 

m  . 

•n  ca 

.  w  V 

"ca  be 
.la 

c.  2 

Erysipelas. 

Malaria. 

1 

1  Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

1  Poliomyelitis. 

.sl 

o  & 

Pa  CJ 

C! 

W 

1 

Pneumonia. 

1  Puerperal 

1  Fever. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1  Typhoid  Fever. 

1  Trench  Fever. 

Tuber¬ 

culosis. 

1  Pulmon¬ 

ary. 

other 

Forms. 

Jan. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

18 

— 

— 

5 

2 

Feb. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

10 

— 

— 

4 

— 

March  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

— 

6 

— 

— 

5 

4 

April  . . . 

— 

8 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

3 

— 

— 

2 

1 

May 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

4 

1 

J  tine 

— 

- 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

4 

— 

July  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

1 

— 

8 

1 

August  ... 

1 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Sept. 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Oct. 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Nov. 

— 

5 

1 

— 

-- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

14 

— 

— 

8 

— 

Dec. 

— 

7 

4 

2 

12 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Totals  . . . 

— 

28 

— 

6 

4 

— 

6 

1 

— 

38 

4 

99 

1 

— 

55 

9 

The  death  rates  from  the  principal  infectious  diseases  are 

represented  in  the  following  table,  along  with  those  for  England 

and  Wales,  etc.,  per  1,000  of  population  : — 

Enteric  vSmall-  Scarlet  Whooping  Diph-  Influ- 

Fever.  pox.  Measles.  Fever.  Cough.  theria.  enza. 

England  &  Wales  0.01  0.00  0.12  0.02  0.10  0.06  0.49 

105  County  Boroughs 


and  Great  Towns  0.01  0.00 

157  vSmaher  Towns  0 .01  0.00 

Shrewsbury  ...  0.03  0.00 


0.18 

0.03 

0.12 

0.08 

0.45 

0.08 

0.02 

0.09 

0.06 

0.50 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

0.00 

1.23 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1924. 
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Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pul  monary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  to  1 

•  •  • 

♦  •  • 

1—  5  . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  * 

5—10  . 

2 

3 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

10—15  . 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  ■  • 

•  •  • 

15—20  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  .  • 

•  «  • 

20—25  . 

3 

3 

2 

3 

3 

$ 

•  •  • 

1 

25 — 35 

10 

2 

•  •  • 

7 

3 

•  •  • 

'  1 

35—45  . 

11 

6 

1 

4 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

45—55  . 

•  •  • 

4 

«  •  • 

3 

1 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

55  65  . 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

. . . 

•  «  • 

65  and  upwards 

.  .  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

.  •  . 

Totals 

31 

24 

7 

2 

21 

13 

2 

3 

18 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  from  the 
various  infectious  diseases  compared  with  the  numbers  for  the 
previous  ten  years  : — 

Infectious  Diseases  Notified,  1914-1924. 


1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1  1923 

1924 

Small  Pox 
Diphtheria  and  | 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ - 

— 

— 

! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Membran. Croup  [ 

58 

(2 

105 

45 

71 

26 

38 

57 

15 

11 

2B 

Plrysipelas 

16 

16 

6 

9 

15 

7 

13 

17 

7 

12 

4 

Scarlet  I'ever 

63 

54 

83 

54 

28 

26 

22 

33 

35 

50 

99 

Typhus  F ever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— 

-  2 

3 

4 

Ophthal.  Neon. 

5 

10 

5 

6 

4 

8 

16 

4 

2 

3 

6 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

o 

o 

1 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

i3:Pneumonia 

— • 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

120 

53 

43 

61 

43 

38 

*&Measles 

— 

- — 

31 

502 

454 

405 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*&German  Measles 
Cerebro -Spinal 

— 

— 

27 

199 

29 

43 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fever 

(^Encephalitis 

■ - 

1 

1 

“  '' 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— • 

6 

aPolio -Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(^Malaria 

■ — 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

47 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

i^iDysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

— 

— > 

— • 

— 

^Trench  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

144 

145 

262 

816 

602 

696 

156 

160 

126 

122 

18VY 

a  Became  a  compulsorily  notifiable  disease,  1919. 
to  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  191t). 

*  Compulsory  notification  rescinded,  1919, 
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OphthaIvMia  Neonatorum. 


Cases. 

Vision 

unim¬ 

paired. 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness. 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At 

Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

0 

4 

2 

6 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

The  undermentioned  specimens  were  examined  in  the  Borough 
laboratory  : — 

Examinations  for  Bacieeus  Diphtheriae. 


Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Swabs  taken  from  School  Children  ... 
Swabs  from  Diphtheria  Patients  at 

11 

69 

80 

the  Isolation  Hospital 

63 

322 

385 

Swabs  taken  from  other  cases 

16 

150 

166 

Totals  . . . 

90 

641 

631 

The  undermentioned  specimens  from  the  Borough  were 

exam- 

ined,  with  the  results  shown,  at  the  Birmingham  University 

• 

• 

Positive. 

Negative.  Total. 

Discharges  for  bacillus  diphtheriae  . . . 

•  •  • 

4 

4 

Sputum  for  tubercle  bacillus 

8 

44 

52 

Widabs  reaction  for  enteric  fever 

1 

3 

4 

Totals  . . . 

9 

51 

60 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  notified,  and  without  doubt  many  who  have 
suffered  from  the  disease  have  not  been  reported.  Several  children 
have  been  detected  at  school  or  at  the  clinic  with  signs  of  late  peeling 
and  it  is  obvious  that  many  others  have  escaped  notice. 
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Apparently  because  the  disease  is  usually  mild  parents  and 
others  have  become  very  casual  with  regard  to  Scarlet  Fever. 
Although  the  condition  must  be  suspected  it  is  certain  that  a  doctor 
is  frequently  not  consulted  about  a  doubtful  rash.  During  the 
year,  however,  the  disease  has  tended  to  assume  a  more  virulent 
type  and  some  serious  cases  have  been  traced  to  mild  ones. 

At  the  Hospital  work  has  been  decidedly  heavier.  Apart  from 
the  greater  number  of  cases  there  have  been  more  complications 
attributable  to  a  more  virulent  type  of  disease.  In  particular 
discharging  ears  and  noses  have  prolonged  the  stay  in  Hospital  as 
patients  with  these  conditions  are  always  regarded  as  highly  infec¬ 
tious.  One  child  developed  pericarditis,  but  improved  sufficiently 
to  be  discharged  though  permanently  crippled.  This  boy  was 
infected  by  his  sister  with  whom  he  had  been  in  contact  for  several 
days  while  she  was  suffering  from  a  mild  attack  of  Scarlet  Fever 
for  which  a  doctor  had  not  been  called  in  at  the  onset.  ^ 

No  death  from  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  during  the  year. 

There  has  been  no  undue  prevalence  of  Diphtheria,  and  no 
death  occurred.  The  public  would  greatly  help  the  Public  Health 
Department  if  it  would  only  realise  how  important  it  is  to  discover 
the  exact  cause  of  a  sore  throat.  Delay  in  the  treatment  of  Diph¬ 
theria  is  frequently  fatal,  but  children  are  still  seen  on  admission  to 
Hospital  with  large  glands  due  to  Diphtheria  of  several  days' 
duration,  the  parents  saying  that  they  have  suspected  mumps. 

It  is  possibly  due  to  financial  reasons,  but  certainly  in  many 
cases  of  doubtful  illness  a  doctor  is  not  called  in  until  serious  damage 
has  been  done  to  the  patient  and  often  to  others. 

Numerous  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  and  Mumps  have  been  dis¬ 
covered  mostly  in  connection  with  the  schools.  Influenza  has  also 
been  reported,  but  no  serious  epidemic  has  occurred.  It  is  certain 
that  a  diagnosis  of  Influenza  is  made  far  too  often.  People  con¬ 
stantly  use  the  expression  to  describe  various  vague  ailments,  and 
it  is  within  my  knowledge  that  children  with  Scarlet  Fever  are  said 
to  have  had  “  Flu." 

Encephalitis  Eethargica.  Six  cases  were  reported,  four  being  fatal. 

Enteric.  One  fatal  case  of  typhoid  was  notified.  It  was 
impossible  to  trace  the  source  of  infection  as  the  patient  died  and 
accurate  accounts  of  his  movements  before  he  was  taken  ill  could 
not  be  obtained.  It  seemed  likely,  however,  that  the  man  was 
infected  while  away  from  the  town. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  OTHER  DISEASES. 

In  my  report  for  1923  reference  was  made  to  the  existence 
of  Simple  or  Endemic  Goitre.  This  condition  continues  to  arouse 
interest  and  an  attempt  is  now  made  to  state  briefly  the  salient 
facts. 

A  deficiency  of  Iodine  is  the  principal  if  not  the  sole  cause  of 
Endemic  Goitre,  the  condition  being  readily  produced  by  the  use 
of  diets  deficient  in  Iodine. 

During  the  year  a  survey  has  been  made  by  me  of  all  the 
elementary  school  children  in  the  Borough.  The  result  indicates 
that  about  2  per  cent,  have  some  enlargement  of  the  Thyroid  gland, 
girls  being  more  affected  than  boys.  It  is  probable,  however,  that 
Goitre  is  more  in  evidence  after  the  age  of  14,  but  it  is  difficult  to 
collect  statistics  in  this  area  to  illustrate  this  point. 

Endemic  Goitre  can  be  prevented  and  in  many  cases  cured  by 
the  administration  of  Iodine  in  suitable  form.  The  methods 
employed,  which  are  numerous,  include  the  following  :  — 

External  application. — ^Various  liquids  and  ointments  can  be 
used,  but  this  method  is  not  so  satisfactory  as  the  one  of 

Internal  administration  : — 

{a)  Sodium  Iodide  has  been  given,  but  its  unpleasant  taste 
has  caused  objections. 

{h)  An  organic  iodide  has  been  combined  with  chocolate  in 
tablet  form.  This  preparation  gives  satisfactory 
results. 

(c)  Iodised  table  salt  can  now  be  obtained  in  many  towns, 

including  Shrewsbury,  and  may  be  used  for  all  domestic 
purposes. 

(d)  Iodised  drinking  water.  Iodine  can  be  added  to  the 

drinking  water  at  definite  intervals  before  it  is  supplied 
to  the  consumers.  In  Shrewsbury,  where  there  is  a 
separate  supply  for  drinking  this  would  be  an  easy 
matter,  but  the  success  of  the  measure  depends  upon 
the  daily  consumption  of  an  appreciable  quantity  of 
water  by  each  individual. 

Apparently  any  of  these  methods  will  produce  satisfactory 
results  if  carried  out  intelligently,  but  (h)  obviously  needs  to  be 
employed  under  medical  supervision. 


22 


Infant  Mortality  during  the  year  1924. 


Net  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1  vear  of  age  : 


tfi 

(/) 

y 

TJ  -fi 

T3  -S 

c/2 

Cause  of  Death, 

a; 

r-l 

U 

weeks. 

u* 

<U 

<u 

V 

V 

<v  . 

<\J 

(U 

s  ® 

in 

«  a 

w  2 

5a 

0  '-o 

C  j- 

1  ®  0 
^  d 

5  ” 
n  =» 

c  d 
d  g 

<f>  d 

5;; 

C  ^ 

^  c2 

w  (D 

S  >> 

A 

(M 

1 

C-'l 

1 

cc 

H 

^  w 

2  ^ 

2  *- 

0  U 
3  <u 

3  'u 
I-'  9 

s 

CO 

tc  d 

os  d 
d 

Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles  ... 

• — 

■ — 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping-Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

■ — 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Frysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

Meningitis  {not  Tuberculous) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Convulsions 

- — 

— 

— 

] 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Laryngitis 

— 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

Diarrhcea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fnteritis 

Gastritis 

— 

' - 

— 

— 

— 

• - 

— 

— 

• - 

* - 

Syphilis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Rickets  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

Suffocation,  overlying  ... 
Injury  at  Birth... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Atelectasis 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

4 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

Premature  Birth 

4 

— 

1 

— 

5 

2 

— 

— 

- - 

/ 

Atroph}^,  Debility  &  Marasmus 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Influenza... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

• — 

- - 

— 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

. — • 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Burning  ... 

— 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Totads 

•  •  ■ 

8 

1 

1 

4 

14 

6 

4 

3 

2 

29 

Still-births,  21. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Borough’s  pro¬ 
gressive  scheme  is  producing  most  encouraging  results 

The  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  twice  a  week  and  is  well  attended  ; 
indeed  a  casual  visitor  would  probably  be  surprised  b}"  the  assembly 


under  1  year. 
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of  mothers,  babies  and  perambulators  to  be  seen  on  a  Tuesday  or 
Wednesday  afternoon.  For  the  most  part  the  parents  are  very  good 
in  obeying  the  directions  given  them,  but  some  need  very  close 
supervision.  Short  talks  to  mothers  are  occasionally  given  by  the 
Medical  Officer. 

In  addition  to  advice,  simple  drugs  such  as  Grey  Powder, 
Sodium  Citrate  and  Paraffin  are  supplied  in  small  quantities  and 
milk  is  also  granted  free  in  certain  circumstances  on  medical 
grounds. 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinic  initiated  in  February,  1924,  is  held 
usually  once  a  month  by  Dr.  Downer,  and  is  becoming  well  attended. 
The  utility  of  such  a  clinic  is  now  obvious  to  even  the  most  ignorant. 

Cases  are  still  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Home  maintained 
by  the  Shrewsbury  Victoria  District  Nursing  Association  at  the 
recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Applications 
for  admission  are  now  much  more  numerous  and  sometimes  a  patient 
cannot  be  accepted.  When  this  overlapping  occurs  priority  is 
given  to  the  case  which  is  considered  most  pressing. 

Some  unfortunate  women  literally  have  not  a  corner  where  they 
can  be  confined,  and  it  is  a  problem  how  many  a  family  adjusts 
itself  on  these  occasions.  The  Housing  Committee  gives  careful 
attention  to  requests  for  houses  from  expectant  mothers  and  several 
of  these  applicants  have  been  accommodated. 

Perhaps  then  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  statistics  of  the 
Borough  for  recent  years  are  distinctly  favourable.  It  is  true  that 
three  women  have  died  during  1924  as  the  result  directly  or  indirectly 
of  Childbirth,  but  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  Shrewsbury,  being  far  below  that  for  Kngland  and  Wales. 

The  cost  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  to  the 
Borough  has  not  exceeded  a  penny  rate,  and  who  can  say  that  this 
money  has  not  been  well  spent. 

More  money,  however,  is  now  needed  in  order  to  provide  more 
suitable  premises  for  the  Welfare  Clinics  which  are  held  in  the 
Public  Health  Department.  There  is  not  adequate  accommodation 
for  those  who  attend  and  there  is  scarcely  any  room  for  peram¬ 
bulators.  The  Clinic  might  possibly  be  held  elsewhere,  but  really 
a  new  or  an  adapted  building  is  needed  for  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment.  This  should  be  suggestive  of  Health  in  every  possible  way, 
but  unfortunately  the  lower  floor  of  the  premises  now  used  has  a 
dark  forbidding  aspect.  Indeed  the  building  is  so  unimposing  that 
many  an  old  resident  in  the  Town  is  unaware  where  the  Public 
Health  Department  is  to  be  found. 
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Births. 


During  the  year  679  births  have  been  notified.  Of  this  number 
350  were  boys  and  329  girls.  The  births  belonging  to  the  Borough 
numbered  628,  making  a  birth  rate  of  19.4  per  1,000  persons.  Of 
the  628  births,  32  were  illegitimate,  which  makes  an  illegitimate 
rate  of  5.1  of  the  total  births  and  0.9  per  1,000  population. 

The  manner  in  which  the  notifications  of  births  were  made  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Doctor. 

Midwife 

or  Nurse. 

Doctor  & 
Midwife. 

Parent. 

Registrar. 

Total. 

32 

417 

201 

12 

17 

679 

Male  350 
Female  329 


Still-births  21. 

Visits  made  by  Health  Visitors,  1924. 


Ante- 

Natal 

Visits. 

First 

Visits. 

Return 

Visits. 

Death 

Enquiries 

still-birth 

Enquiries 

Home 

Nursing 

Child 

Welfare. 

Totals. 

J  anuary 

50 

52 

293 

2 

— 

4 

137 

538 

February 

67 

39 

386 

2 

— 

4 

189 

687 

March 

62 

44 

380 

7 

— 

5 

169 

667 

April 

50 

24 

105 

2 

1 

2 

80 

264 

May 

82 

95 

560 

2 

6 

1 

237 

983 

June 

56 

39 

300 

1 

— 

2 

221 

619 

July 

68 

34 

436 

1 

3 

1 

197 

740 

August  . . 

51 

44 

272 

2 

2 

— 

123 

494 

September 

63 

37 

381 

— 

— 

— 

153 

634 

October 

77 

52 

473 

3 

— 

9 

246 

860 

November 

171 

51 

530 

4 

— 

6 

247 

1009 

December 

64 

41 

388 

3 

9 

1 

189 

688 

Total  . . 

861 

552 

4504 

29 

14 

35 

2188 

8183 

Work  at  the  Clinic. 


Mothers’  attendances  ...  ...  ...  3453 

Children’s  attendances  ...  ...  ...  4389 

Children  medically  examined  ...  ...  2501 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Number  of  Sessions  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  attendances...  ...  ...  97 


The  method  of  feeding  of  infants,  as  ascertained  at  the  first 
visits,  is  indicated  below  : — 


Breast. 

Bottle  & 

Breast. 

Bottle 

Fed. 

Artificial 

Food. 

Not  in- 
investi¬ 
gated. 

Died 

before 

Fed. 

Total. 

483 

9 

33 

26 

*98 

9 

658 

*Of  these  46  were  born  in  maternity  homes,  Salop  Infirmary, 
etc.,  and  live  outside  town. 


Some  of  the  children  who  were  breast  fed  on  the  occasion  of 
the  first  visit  had  a  change  of  feeding  later  and  the  number  and 
length  of  time  breast  fed  were  as  follows  : — 


Total 

Children 

observed. 

2 

weeks. 

3 

weeks. 

4 

weeks. 

f) 

weeks. 

G 

weeks. 

2 

months. 

3 

months. 

4 

months. 

.5 

months. 

6 

months 
&  over. 

483 

14 

8 

11 

4 

15 

17 

23 

20 

7 

364 

26 


Method  of  feeding  those  who  died  :  — 


Deaths. 

Breast. 

Bottle 

and 

Breast. 

Milk 

and 

Water. 

Artificial 

Food. 

Not  fed. 

Total 

Born  1923 

3 

4 

7 

Born  1924 

10 

. . . 

2 

2 

8 

22 

13 

6 

2 

8 
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Public  Abattoir. 

Animals  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir  during  the  3^ear  ended 
31st  December,  1924  : — 


Beasts 

•  •  • 

...  2377 

Calves 

•  •  • 

..  1333 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

. . . 

...  10499 

Pigs 

•  .  • 

...  5965 

Total 

...  20174 

The  following  casualty  carcases  were 
nspection  and  disposal : — 

also  brought 

Beasts  ...  ... 

19 

Calves 

18 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

89 

Pigs 

28 

Total 


154 
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Diseased  and  unsound  conditions  found  in  the  animals  dealt 
with  caused  the  detention  and  surrender  for  destruction  of  a  total 
weight  in  carcases  and  offals  of  10  tons,  3  cwt.,  18  lbs., 
details  of  which  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


Carcases. 

Offals. 

Totals  in  lbs 

Beef  ... 

lbs. 

10290 

3575 

13865 

Veal  . 

)  y 

1161 

273 

1434 

IMutton  and  Eamb 

y } 

1258 

317 

1575 

Pork  ... 

»  y 

4105 

1775 

5880 

Totals  . . . 

)  y 

16814 

5940 

22754 

PUBUC  HEAIvTH  (MIDK  AND  CREAM)  REGUEATIONS, 

1912  AND  1917. 


Report  for  the  Year  Ended  3  1st  December, 


1924. 


1. — Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


{a) 

(0 

Number  in  which  preserva- 

Number  of  samples 

tive  was  reported  to  be 

examined  for  the 

present,  and  percentage  of 

presence  of  a 

preservative  found  in  each 

preservative. 

sample. 

Milk  . 

52 

None 

C  ream  .  . 

4 

None 
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2. —  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream, 

(a)  Instances  in  which  the  samples  have  been  submitted  for 
analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label  as  to  preservatives 
were  correct. 


(i.) 

Correct  statements  made 

3 

(ii.) 

Statements  incorrect 

— 

Total 

3 

(iii.) 

Percentage  of  preservative  found  in 

each  sample  ...  ...  (1)0. 25j 

(2)  0.1.5' 

(3)  0.20) 

Boric  Acid. 

Percentage  stated  on  statutor}^  label 

not  exceeding  ...  ...  0.40 

Boric  Acid 

{b)  Determinations  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as  preserved 

cream. 

(i.) 

Above  35  per  cent. 

3 

(ii.) 

Below  35  per  cent. 

— 

Total  ...  3 


(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements 
as  to  labelling  or  declaration  of  preserved  cream  in  Article  V.  (I) 
and  the  proviso  in  Article  V.  (2)  of  the  Regulations  have  not  been 
observed .  — N  one . 

{d)  Particulars  of  each  case  in  which  the  Regulations  have  not 
been  complied  with,  and  action  taken.— None. 

3. — Thickening  Snhstances. 

Any  evidence  of  their  addition  to  cream  or  to  preserved  cream. 

None. 
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Format,  Samples. 


Nature  of  Article. 

Number  of 
samples  taken. 

No,  of  Samples 
adulterated. 

New  Milk  . 

43 

2 

Butter  ... 

10 

— 

Coffee  ... 

2 

— 

Sausage 

1 

1 

Vinegar 

1 

— 

Margarine 

1 

Inform AE  Sampees. 


Nature  of  Article. 

Number  of 
samples  taken. 

No.  of  samples 
adulterated. 

New  Milk 

9 

3 

Coffee  ... 

3 

— 

Sausage 

3 

1 

Sponge  Cake  ... 

10 

1 

Cream  ... 

4 

— 

Preserved  Cream 

3 

■ 
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The  adulterated  samples,  amount  of  adulteration,  and  results 
of  proceedings,  are  given  below  : — 


Formal 

or 

Informal. 

Article 

Anap^sed. 

Nature  and  Amount 

of  adulteration. 

Action 

taken. 

Result. 

Formal 

New  Milk 

34%  of  added  water 

Prosecuted 

Fined  ^50  or  3  months 
in  default. 

?  9 

9  9  9  9 

Deficient  of  9.5%  of 
fat  and  contained 
3.5%  of  added  water 

Prosecuted 

Case  dismissed 

9  9 

Sausage 

Contained  13.4  grains 
of  Boric  Acid  per  lb. 

None 

Informal 

9 

9 

New  Milk 

9  9  9  9 

9  9  9  9 

42%  of  added  water 

35%  of  added  water 

23%  of  added  water 

1  Formal 
)  sample 
\  taken 

Vendor  of  sample 
No.  1  above. 

99 

Sausage 

Contained  8.05  grains 
of  Boric  Acid  per  lb. 

None 

9 

Sponge 

Cake 

Contained  20.6  grains 
of  Boric  Acid  per  lb. 

Cautioned 
by  letter 

1 

1 

1 

Summary  of  Work  Done  during  the  year  by  the 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Total  number  of  Inspections  and  Visits  made  in  connection 


with  all  branches  of  their  work  ...  ...  9139 

Informal  Notices  served  (verbal  or  written)  ...  623 

Legal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  21 

Proceedings  before  Justices  ...  ...  ...  3 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  242 

Complaints  received  and  dealt  with  ...  ...  253 

Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  561 

Letters  written  ...  ...  ...  ...  316 
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Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces,  etc. 

The  following  tables  show  the  extent  of  the  work  done  with 
respect  to  Factories  and  Workshops  : — 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Work¬ 
places,  including  inspections  made  by  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

N 

umber  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

FACTORIES 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 

58 

4 

Nil. 

WORKSHOPS 

(including  Workshop  Laundries) 

157 

38 

Nil. 

WORKPLACES 

25 

— ■ 

Nil. 

Total 

240 

42 

Nil. 
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2. — Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Work- 
peaces  : — 


Number  of 
Defects. 

Particulars. 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 

H.M.  Inspector 

Number  of 

Prosecutions 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 
Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

25 

95 

Want  of  Ventilation  ... 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

unsuitable  or  de- 

vSanitary  Accommodation  ;  fective 

3 

t) 

not  separate  for 

'  sexes 

\ 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  Bakehouse 
(S.  101) 

Breach  of  Special  Sanitary  requirements  for 
Bakehouses  (S.S.  97 — 100) 

17 

17 

Other  Offences  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

d'otal  ...  ... 

45 

45 

— 

— 
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3. — Home  Work. 

Outworkers’  Lists,  Section  107. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Lists. 
(Sent 
twice  a 
year). 

Outworkers. 

1 

Contrac- 1  Work- 
tors,  i  men. 

Wearing  apparel  : — 

(1)  Making 

6 

—  11 

(2)  Cleaning  and  washing 

— 

—  — ■ 

Nets  other  than  wire  nets 

— 

1 

Furniture  and  upholstery 

2 

—  1  3 

1 

Total 

8 

14 

1 

There  were  no  failures  to  send  lists  of  outworkers  nor  were 
there  any  infringements  of  the  Act. 


4. — ^The  Registered  Workshops  in  the  District  are  as 
Foeeows  :  — 


Bakehouses 

7 

Dressmakers 

13 

Brewers  ... 

8 

Cabinet  Makers 

12 

Milliners  ... 

19 

Tailors 

22 

Sundry  trades 

138 

Domestic  workshops  ... 

22 
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5. — Other  Matters. 


Cla: 

-s. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 

Failure  to  fix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 

Act  (s.  133)  ... 

••• 

— 

Action  taken  in  matters 

^  NotifiedbyH.M  Inspectoi 

9 

referred  by  H.M.  In¬ 
spector  as  remediable 
imder  the  Public  ^ 

Health  Acts,  but  not 
imder  the  Factory  and 

Reports  (of  action  taken) 

Workshop  Acts  (s.  5) 

sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  ... 

nil 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

nil 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  24  registered  Offensive  Trades  in  the  Borough, 
viz.  : — 


P'ish  Friers  ...  ...  16 

Dealers  in  Rags  and  Bones  "'. . .  3 

Tripe  Boilers  and  Gut  Scrapers  2 

Fellmongers  ...  ...  1 

Tanners  ...  ...  1 

Currier  and  Feather  Dressers  1 
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Cowkeepers  and  IVlifksellers. 

The  number  of  Cowkeepers  and  Milksellers  registered  in  the 
Borough  is  88.  These  consist  of  23  premises  where  cows  are  kept 
and  from  which  milk  is  retailed  ;  30  milkshops  from  which  milk 
is  retailed  but  no  cows  kept,  and  35  retailers  whose  premises  are 
outside  the  Borough. 


Inspections  made  in  1924  ... 

88 

Notices,  verbal  or  written  ... 

23 

Defects  referred  to 

30 

Notices  compHed  with 

23 

Proceedings  before  Magistrates 

. . .  Nil. 

Canal  Boats  Acts. 

The  number  of  boats  inspected  during  the  year  was  8. 

There  were  no  infringements  of  the  Acts  or  Regulations  or 
cases  of  infectious  disease. 

No  boats  are  registered  in  the  Borough. 


Shops  Acts. 

The  provisions  of  these  Acts  were  properly  observed  during 
the  year. 

No  proceedings  were  necessary. 


Rag  Flock  Act. 

There  were  no  infringements  of  the  above  Act  during 
the  year. 
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Infectious  Disease. 

Visits  made  by  the  Inspectors  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  infectious 


disease  : —  396 

Cases  removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  115 

Disinfection  carried  out  after  : 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  78 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  85 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  24 

Other  diseases  ...  ...  ...  55 


Total  ...  242 


Details  of  Sanitary  Defects  dealt  with  as  a  result  of  Routine 

Inspection  or  Complaints. 


Closets  choked  or  otherwise  defective  ...  ...  230 

Drains  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  45 

Defective  roofs,  walls,  eaves-gutters  and  pipes  ...  ...  322 

,,  plaster,  dirty  walls  and  ceilings  ...  ...  63 

,,  paving  of  floors  ...  ...  ...  29 

,,  ,,  yards  ...  ...  ...  45 

No  scullery  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

No  proper  refuse  receptacles  ...  ...  ...  642 

Animals  badly  kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Accumulations  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  28 


River  pollution 
Overcrowding 
Food  pantries 


Fight  and  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

Total  ...  ...  1587 

Number  of  houses  affected  ...  ...  ...  1347 

Number  of  notices  served  above  ...  ...  456 
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RESUI.TS  OF  Inspections  during  1924, 
Under  Housing  Acts  and  Regulations. 

Houses  inspected  ...  ...  313 

Defects  Found, 


Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  26 

Closet  accommodation  ...  ...  131 

Drains  ...  ...  ...  158 

Lighting  and  ventilation  ...  ...  34 

Walls,  roofs,  eaves  gutters  and  pipes  ...  278 

Plastering,  dirty  walls  and  ceilings  ...  251 

Paving  of  floors  ...  ...  164 

Paving  of  yards  ...  ...  145 

Scullery  sinks  ...  ...  ...  98 

Food  stores  ...  ...  ...  115 

Outbuildings  ...  ...  ...  26 

Refuse  receptacles  ...  ...  167 

Other  defects  ...  ...  113 


Total  defects  1706 


No.  of  Notices  served  re  above  ...  ...  102 

No.  of  Houses  affected  ...  ...  ...  256 


HOUSING. 

Slow  but  definite  progress  is  being  made  in  the  Borough, 
inasmuch  as  houses  are  being  erected  in  increasing  numbers.  It  is 
particularly  gratifying  that  67  houses  have  been  built  by  private 
enterprise,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  none  were  produced  in 
1923. 

The  Municipal  schemes  continue,  the  Council  having  every 
wish  to  relieve  the  congestion  that  still  prevails  among  the  working 
classes.  Unfortunately  the  shortage  of  skilled  labour  in  the  building 
trade  influences  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  giving  its  sanction  to 
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Municipal  schemes,  and  consequently  hinders  the  Corporation  in  its 
desire  to  build  an  adequate  number  of  houses  as  speedily  as  possible. 
Nevertheless  there  is  probably  no  other  town  of  similar  size  to 
Shrewsbury  which  has  tackled  the  Housing  problem  so  seriously 
and  successfully.  The  hongden  Road  site  is  complete,  but  houses 
are  still  being  erected  on  the  Coton  Hill  and  Sultan  Road  areas. 

The  last  two  schemes  fulfil  somewhat  different  purposes.  The 
Coton  Hill  houses  are  only  suitable  for  workmen  with  good  and 
steady  wages,  such  as  railway  men  and  artisans.  The  Sultan  Road 
houses  are  supplying  a  long-felt  want,  inasmuch  as  they  can  be  let 
at  the  comparatively  low  rent  of  7s.  6d.  a  week  including  rates. 
One  condition  imposed  by  the  Ministry  is  that  in  the  allocation  of 
these  preference  shall  be  given  to  applicants  with  large  families. 
This  has  been  done  and  some  most  deserving  cases  have  been  dealt 
with. 

For  all  the  Municipal  houses  there  are  hundreds  of  applicants, 
and  the  work  which  falls  on  the  Selection  Sub-Committee  and  the 
officials  concerned  is  considerable.  The  public  may  be  interested 
to  know  that  each  application  is  most  carefully  considered  from  all 
points  of  view  and  that  no  house  is  let  until  personal  investigations 
have  been  made  by  a  member  of  the  Committee  or  by  an  official. 
Unfortunately  each  applicant  considers  that  his  case  is  the  worst, 
and  a  certain  amount  of  discontent  inevitably  results. 

The  results  attained  have  only  been  made  possible  by  the  close 
co-operation  of  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Committees.  Many 
of  the  applicants  are  well  known  to  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department.  Indeed  a  sort  of  house  agency  has  been  established 
involving  a  great  amount  of  work.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
recommends  deserving  cases  from  a  public  health  point  of  view  to 
the  Housing  Selection  Sub-Committee,  which  carefully  considers 
the  application. 

By  this  means  instances  of  marked  overcrowding  have  become 
much  less  frequent.  Moreover,  it  has  become  possible  to  deal  with 
a  few  insanitary  houses  by  issuing  closing  orders.  Bight  houses  have 
been  closed  during  the  year  and  accommodation  provided  for  the 
occupants  by  the  Corporation.  It  is  hoped  to  deal  with  more  of 
these  insanitary  houses  in  small  batches  from  time  to  time,  as  there 
appears  to  be  no  other  way  of  dealing  with  them,  while  the  shortage 
of  skilled  labour  continues. 
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Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

(h)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  1919 

1923,  or  1924 

(i.)  By  the  Bocal  Authority  ...  ...  ...  54 

(ii.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  53 

UNFIT  OWELLINQ-HOUSES. 

I.  — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1751 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 

District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  313 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  foimd  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  o  health  as  to  be  unfit 

or  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  8 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  1595 

\ 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  withoyt  Ser¥!ce  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  of  the 
Bocal  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  1465 
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III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 

dered  fit — 

(a)  by  owners 

(h)  by  lyocal  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  ... 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied — 

{a)  by  owners 


21 


{h)  by  lyocal  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  g 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  8 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  — 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  — 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYELAWS  AND  LOCAL  REGULATIONS, 
with  date  of  adoption 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890.  Adopted  1908. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.  Adopted  1909. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907.  Adopted  1912. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order, 
1885.  Adopted  1st  Feb.,  1886. 

Byelaws  with  respect  to  Slaughterhouses.  Adopted  13th 
Feb.,  1888. 

Byelaws  with  respect  to  Nuisances  in  the  Borough.  Adopted 
28th  Aug.,  1905. 

Byelaws  with  respect  to  Common  Dodging  Houses.  Adopted 
13th  Aug.,  1906. 

Byelaws  with  respect  to  Public  Slaughterhouses.  Adopted 
16th  Oct.,  1911. 

Byelaws  and  Amended  Byelaws  with  respect  to  Public 
Slaughterhouse.  Adopted  26th  Nov.,  1919. 
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